Close-Knit’s 
Intern-to-Learn Program 
“A true Dude-Ranch experience, with hands-on learning” 
(Relevant down to earth, nitty-gritty, nuts-n-bolts reality stuff) 

Close-Knit Alpacas is offering a ten-week educational program with hands-on, day to day farm experience on Moon Ivy Hill in Woodhull, New York with the Close-Knit Alpacas, of course! This is absolutely the only program of its kind in the U.S. alpaca industry.  Each week of Close-Knit's Intern-to-Learn Program is comprised of six full days of instruction and actual, daily farm work, culminating in an optional bonus day on Sunday for refreshers and further questions and instruction. There are several weeks to choose from, with different areas of focus added to the overall experience of working each day as an alpaca farmer; however, completion of all ten weeks provides you with the most comprehensive, complete education you can get anywhere on alpaca farming. You will come away from our dude ranch experiencetogether feeling confident in your knowledge, as well as abilities, and ready to address the studied areas independently with your own alpacas. This is not a sit-down-and-listen seminar series.  
NOTE:  Due to both safety and space issues, acceptance to the program cannot be guaranteed.  An Admission Interview is required of each Applicant. Prospective Interns must have a certain basic level of pre-requisite abilities in order to participate.  College and High School students must have at least a C average in school.  Decisions on acceptance are made by the program's Director.  It is vitally important that Interns are serious about learning the realities of what is actually involved in operating a full time alpaca farm, that they are sincere, have realistic goals and have at least an average degree of physical fitness and approval from their doctor for the physical demands of light-duty farming. Interns must agree to adhere to all farm rules, scheduling and protocol. 


Participation is LIMITED to five (5) persons per week to ensure one on one attention.  An Application and Director’s Interview Fee of $125 is payable upon scheduling of the Interview and is required of all prospective Participants.  Deposit of 50% of the Program Fee is required upon acceptance to the Program with the balance paid in full one week prior to the first day of the Program.
You will not be subjected to any sales pitches. Just show up ready to ask questions, listen, take notes if you like, learn (no matter what) and do!

Meals and refreshments, cabin,  or guest room are provided you at no charge for the time you are a Close-Knit guest, but you are welcome to book a hotel room in nearby Erwin or Painted Post and show up at the farm each day at 6 a.m. if you prefer. A Certificate of Completion will be provided to those completing the program, which will also garner you discounts off alpacas owned by Close-Knit Alpacas and other C-K Family members across the country.

Every day, regardless of the weeks focal subjects, you will participate in all basic farm chores beginning each morning in the barn and concluding in the evening after evening barn chores. This is designed to give you a real experience of what is actually involved in running and growing a working alpaca farm business, with lots of private time for rest, reading, and discussion of particulars and your own situation and goals. 

This is an opportunity to spend day in and day out, from morning until dark, actually working on a full-time, mid-sized alpaca farm in rural western New York.  You will learn first-hand what is involved, what you will want to plan for, what you can relax about, and what you need to be prepared for. We are looking forward to your visit, and a whole lot of fun, too!  No hype. Just reality... If I can do it, YOU CAN DO IT. You just need a place to practice, and we have got the ideal location and lots of beautiful alpacas and other farm animals perfect for that right here!

Please feel free to print and save this information along with the complete outline/syllabus for the 2009 season. College students, please indicate your supervising professor's contact name and information on the Application Form found on the C-K website. Special Note: No fees are required of students attending an accredited college and receiving credit for participation in this program. 

Thank you! 
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Wren Owens – C-K Owner/Breeder & Founder of Alpacas in the USA!
Intern-to-Learn
2009 Spring/Summer Schedule
o June 15th to the 20th – Maintenance/Meds & Herd Management – Administering drugs and supplements, using a herd management program with your computer and long hand in a barn book. We will offer you the opportunities to do these things yourself, with close supervision. 

o June 22nd to the 27th – Alpaca Communication and Behavior - Alpaca language, halter training, behavior testing; you will study the signals and sounds of alpacas, & what they mean. 

o June 29th to July 4th – Breeding & Farm Care - Breeding Alpacas, plus Equipment Operations and Care. This carries the previous week’s learning into breeding, and adds equipment info. 

o July 6th to the 11th – Parasite Control & Dietary Issues / Weights - Fecal observations & collections; floats & working with a centrifuge; analysis and parasite identification; weighing alpacas & modifying feed to fit needs. 

o July 13th to the 18th – Alpaca Agility Training & “Herd Health Days” – Handling, obstacle courses, halter work, walks; giving monthly sub-q injections or oral meds, trimming nails. 

o July 20th to the 25th – In the Pasture / In the Barn – Pastures, Shelters, Clean Up, Fixing Fences, Stalls, Feed Storage, Mucking Stalls, Tools, Storage of Meds, etc. 

o July 27th to August 1st – In the Office / On the Web – Business Plans, Finances, Marketing, Sales, Contracts; Web-based, earth-friendly marketing, Resources, Tools & Advertising 

o August 3rd to the 8th – Breeding Alpacas – Reproductive Readiness; Behavior Testing; Breeding Logistics/Biology; Color odds; Conformation; Line Breeding & Out-crossing; In the Wild; Records 

o August 10th to the 15th – Crias (Birthing & Care) – Neonatal Overview; Birthing; Cria Watch & Care 

o August 17th to the 22nd – Geriatric & “Poor-Doers” plus Grounds Organization – Feed, Coat, Teeth, Systems check, etc.; Pastures, Shelters, Clean-up, Fixing Fences 

Call Toll Free ASAP for more details and to book your spot (space is limited to four total): 
1-877-CLS-KNIT 
Please complete and send the on-line Application Form to wren@closeknitalpacas.com, mail to Close-Knit Alpacas, Moon Ivy Hill, Woodhull, NY 14898, or fax to: 607-525-6650
